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Glaucoma is  a group of  eye
disorders  character ized by
damage to the optic nerve
resul t ing in v is ion loss

Damage to the optic nerve is
commonly caused by increased
eye pressure

Pr imary open-angle glaucoma is
the most  common form and occurs
when the eye ’s  drainage system
becomes inadequate.  Many
people do not not ice i t  unt i l  they
have s igni f icant v is ion loss

Acute angle-closure glaucoma
occurs  suddenly with symptoms
such as nausea,  severe eye pain ,
redness in  the eye and sudden
changes in v is ion.  I t  i s  important
to see your eye care provider
immediately i f  you are
experiencing these symptoms

Secondary glaucoma is  caused by
physical  in jury to the eye,
medications ,  var ious medical
condit ions ,  and eye abnormal i t ies

Low-tension glaucoma is  when
eye pressure remains normal but
damage to the optic nerve st i l l
occurs

Age: People age 60 or over are at
increased r isk  for  the disease

Race: Afr ican Americans are more
l ikely to develop glaucoma than
Caucasians ,  and are more l ikely  to
develop permanent v is ion loss .

Fami ly  h istory of  glaucoma

Medical  condit ions such as h igh
blood pressure ,  diabetes ,  and heart
disease

Diagnosis  includes a detai led eye
exam which involves taking
mult iple eye measurements  whi le
taking into account your medical
history

Treatment starts  with medicated
eye drops ,  but  could also include
surgery ,  laser t reatment ,  or
drainage implants  i f  necessary

Ear ly  detect ion and treatment
can help reduce your chances for
v is ion loss

I t  i s  important to keep up with
regular eye exams so your
provider can make sure your
treatment i s  up-to-date 


